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A new record of Hoya (Asclepiadaceae) from Northern Thailand 
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ABSTRACT.- Hoya pandurata Tsiang is recorded in Northern Thailand, a first 
recording for Thailand. The species is described and illustrated in this paper 
which increases the knowledge of Thai Hoyas. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Hoya R.Br. is a genus of the Milkweed 
family, Asclepiadaceae, found in Asia and 
Australia (Australasian region). The Genus 
consists of some 70 Indo-Malayan species 
(Mabbery, 1997). It is easily recognized 
from other climbing epiphytes with 
opposite leaves in having milky sap in all 
parts with rather thick and fleshy leaves, 
flowers in umbelliform, and with a star- 
shaped corona. Previously, Thaithong 
(1995) reported 32 species and 4 unknown 
species of Hoya in Thailand. Herein, one 
of these unknown morphotypes is 
confirmed to be Hoya pandurata Tsiang 
which is as a new record from northern 
Thailand. 


MATERIALS AND METHODS 
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Herbarium specimens of Hoyas’ 
collected from Khunkorn waterfall forest 
park, Chiang Rai Province (T. Boonkerd et 
al. 857, BCU), and Doi Pha Hom Pok, 
Chaing Mai Province (Suksathan 3463, 
BCU), Northern Thailand were determined 
using keys to species in Rintz (1978), Li et 
al. (1995), Hooker (1883), Constantin 
(1912) and Kerr (1951). For comparisons, 
we examined herbarium specimens 
deposited at the following herbarium: 
BCU, K, L, P, BM, and BKF. 


RESULTS 


The morphological characters of the 
Hoya specimens (T. Boonkerd et al. 857; 
Suksathan 3463) fitted well with the key to 
species and description of H. pandurata 
Tsiang in Li et al. (1995). It also matched 
well with the herbarium and type 
specimens deposited at Kew herbarium. 
Accordingly, H. pandurata Tsiang is newly 
recorded for Thailand. A description based 
on these Thai samples is given below. 
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FIGURE 1. Hoya pandurata Tsiang. a. flowering branch, b-c. flower, d. calyx, e. pollinarium. Drawn by Manit Kidyoo 


from Suksathan 3463 (BCU). 
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Hoya pandurata Tsiang 


Sunyatsenia. 4: 125, 1939; Flora of China 
16: 235, 1995. Fig. 1. 


Epiphytic plant. Stem not twinning, 
glabrous, pendent and sparsely branched. 
Leaves yellowish to grayish green, thick or 
succulent coriaceous, glabrous, pandurate 
or oblong with obtuse to rounded base, 
apex acuminate; 4.4-8.9 cm long, 1.4-2.1 
cm wide; veins obscure; petiole 3-5 mm 
long, 1.5-2.5 mm wide. Inflorescence 
axillary or terminal, 8-17 flowered, 
peduncle small, 0.3-0.6 cm long. Pedicel 
glabrous, 1.4-1.6 cm long. Sepals ovate- 
oblong, 1.3-1.5 mm long, 0.9-1.1 mm 
wide, outside covered with scattered hairs, 
inside with 5 minute glands alternate with 
lobes. Corolla creamy to pale yellow, 
glabrous outside, puberulent inside, 0.9-1 
cm in diam., tube 1.95-2.1 mm; lobes 
ovate, 4.1- 4.3 mm long, 3.3-3.5 mm 
wide, apex acute. Corona yellowish 
orange, scale obovate, 2.7-2.9 mm long, 
1.4-1.6 mm wide, the outer angle obtuse, 
inner angle produced into an erect, slender 


tooth higher than anthers. Pollinia 
obliquely oblong, 0.64-0.68 mm long, 
0.24-0.26 mm wide; translator short; 


corpusculum ovate-oblong, 0.33-0.34 mm 
long, 0.1-0.11 mm wide. Fruit not seen. 

Thailand.- Northern Thailand: Chiang 
Rai [Muang, T. Boonkerd et al. 857 
(BCU)], and Chaing Mai [Phang, 
Suksathan 3463 (BCU)]. 

Distribution.- China [A. Henry 12258 
(holotype NYBG !, isotype K !)]. 

Ecology.- Epiphytic plant on tree in 
hill evergreen forest at 1350-1500 m 
altitude. 


DISCUSSION 


Hoya pandurata Tsiang was first 
described from specimens collected by 
Henry in Yunnan, China in 1939. In this 
study, the specimens were collected from 
plants growing on trees in hill evergreen 
forest in northern Thailand. Hoya 
pandurata Tsiang is closely related to H. 
lobii Hook.f., but differ in both the form 
and size of the leaves as well as the form of 
the flower. Hoya pandurata has pandurate 
leaves with an obtuse to rounded base and 
an obscured midrib on both surfaces, whilst 
H. lobii has an elliptic-oblong with 
narrowly cordate base, and a distinct 
midrib on the lower surface. As for the 
flower, H. pandurata has a smaller flower 
with a yellow corolla and yellowish orange 
corona, but the flower of H. lobii is much 
larger with a red corolla and dark red 
corona. 
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